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Wildlife Conservation Society
The Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) saves wildlife and wild places
worldwide. We do so through science, global conservation, education and the
management of the world's largest system of urban wildlife parks, led by the
flagship Bronx Zoo. Together these activities change attitudes towards nature
and help people imagine wildlife and humans living in harmony. WCS is
committed to this mission because it is essential to the integrity of life on Earth.
As globalization transforms the planet and threats to wildlife accelerate, WCS
must keep pace with the changing environment. Ensuring the future of wildlife
and wild places over the next century poses great challenges, but also presents
an opportunity to build on our heritage with a new program of action.
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The New York Seascape
The New York seascape—comprised of highly diverse
ecological communities and home to several globally
important marine species—stretches across more than15,000
square miles from Montauk, Long Island, to Cape May, New
Jersey, known as the New York Bight.
Forming the foundation for this incredible biodiversity are a
vast continental shelf, highly productive estuaries, submarine
canyons, and seamounts. These natural elements serve as
migration routes, nurseries and spawning habitats, and key
commercial and recreational fishing grounds, which support
hundreds of marine species ranging from cold-water corals,
sponges, anemones, and crustaceans to giant whales, seals, sea
turtles, sharks, tunas, swordfish, and seabirds, among many
others.
The seascape’s coastal waters are economically significant as
well. Tourism, recreation, fisheries, and marine transport
activities generate $14.3 billion per year in New York alone.
Twenty million people live within ten miles of this important
coastline, which supports eleven ports and 240 miles of
shipping channels, and is the largest oil and second largest
container port in the United States.
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WCS and the New York Seascape
The Wildlife Conservation Society has been devoted to conservation in New York City for more than a century, and has exposed millions
of New Yorkers to the region’s ocean and wildlife wonders. Anchored by our strong commitment to the region and working in
partnership with other scientists, policy makers, and the public, WCS aims to restore populations of threatened and imperiled marine
species, and to advance legal protection of critical habitats within the coastal and ocean waters of the New York tri-state area. New
investments of $7.5 million over the next 10 years will enable WCS to realize this goal and become a leader in conserving New York’s
salty, wild waters through the New York Seascape program.
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Threats to the New York Seascape
The abundance and diversity of marine life that must have greeted Henry
Hudson in 1609 as he sailed into the New York estuary staggers the imagination.
These same coastal and ocean waters have endured more than three centuries of
intense resource extraction and usea result of population growth, development
along the coasts, and our strong economic dependence on the marine
environment.
The New York Bight and the wildlife that live there face many challenges
unsustainable and destructive fishing practices, entanglement and ship collisions,
offshore mining and energy development, pollution, habitat loss, and climate
change. Environmental degradation from these poor land and marine-based
practices have depleted many local marine speciessome have declined by more
than 90 percent over the past few decadesand compromised habitat health.
Passage of ocean conservation and management legislation, growing public
awareness, and an increased understanding of the importance of healthy ocean
resources have helped improve environmental practices in the tri-state area.
Nevertheless, ocean and coastal policy and management are still inadequate for
ending, and ultimately reversing, the synergistic negative effects from ongoing
(e.g., fishing) and emerging (e.g., energy development) threats facing the coastal
and ocean waters of the New York Bight.
Recovery will require a shift in ocean policy management from the current,
fragmented, single-species and single-issue focus toward more holistic spatial
planning and ecosystem-based management approaches—a process just getting
underway in the Mid-Atlantic. The growing public recognition of the ecological
and economic importance of healthy coasts and oceans, coupled with the
expertise of a premier organization like the Wildlife Conservation Society, provide
an unprecedented opportunity to significantly improve the conservation status of
marine wildlife in one of the most urbanized places in the world.
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Our 10-Year Vision for the Future
WCS’s 10-year vision for the future is a vibrant and healthy New York
seascape, where habitat protections are established for critical biodiversity
areas and imperiled marine species are recovered. In this vision, WCS will
provide to local decision-makers and the public the scientific and policy
expertise needed to ensure effective, long-term conservation of ocean
wildlife across the New York Bight.
The success of the New York Seascape Program ultimately will be
measured in the recovery of an assemblage of sharks (coastal and pelagic)
and skates, diadromous (saltwater/freshwater) fishes such as river herring
and American eel, seals, horseshoe crabs, sea turtles, cetaceans, and other
depleted marine animals that rely on the waters of the New York Bight.
To achieve this vision, WCS will address the primary threats facing the
seascape and its capacity to support thriving populations of marine
wildlife in the coastal and ocean waters of New York, New Jersey, and
Connecticut.
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Our 10-Year Vision for the Future
RESTORATION OF MARINE WILDLIFE POPULATIONS
ACROSS THE SEASCAPE FOR TARGET SPECIES. WCS WILL:
● Build a robust scientific understanding of the movements
and habitat needs of sharks and skates, river herring and
American eel, seals, horseshoe crabs, sea turtles, humpback
whales, and others
● Promote science-based decision-making to ensure effective
implementation of marine and coastal management
● Ensure that all populations of currently depleted sharks and
rays within the New York Bight are rebuilding or recovered
● Secure fish passage for diadromous (saltwater/freshwater)
fishes on at least five of the most significant tributaries
● Promote greater appreciation among decision-makers,
landowners, and the public for the importance of river
connectivity for healthy coastal ecosystems
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Our 10-Year Vision for the Future
CRITICAL HABITAT PROTECTIONS FOR MARINE WILDLIFE IN THE
SEASCAPE. WCS WILL:
● Ensure that coastal and marine spatial planning in the New York
Bight, including the siting of wind farms, does not threaten or
jeopardize rebuilding of target species
● Secure habitat protection for our target species, as well as
designation of a federal marine protected area for broader marine
biodiversity protection
AN EDUCATED AND VOCAL OCEAN CONSERVATION CONSTITUENCY.
WCS WILL:
● Leverage close to one million annual visitors to the New York
Aquarium to create an educated and vocal constituency to advocate
for the adaptive protection of marine wildlife and ecosystems in the
New York Bight
● Energize young conservation stewards through the New York
Aquarium’s Teen Docent Program, Sea Life at the Beach outreach
on the Coney Island boardwalk, Youth Muse—a student-driven
conservation campaign, and citizen science projects that mobilize
the public to participate in and conduct conservation science
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Ready to Deliver
As the oldest continuously operating aquarium in the United States and a designated Coastal Ecosystem Learning Center, WCS’s New York
Aquarium is a touchstone for science education. It provides a vital public outreach tool through its powerful, interpretive exhibits and can
serve as a platform to share exciting and urgent New York seascape stories.
WCS will reach beyond the Aquarium’s walls to communicate our message to millions of others through educational displays on the Coney
Island boardwalk and other waterfront access points, the New York Aquarium Education Department’s training program in schools, citizen
science work, and the WCS and Aquarium websites.
A SEA CHANGE, launched in September 2009 by WCS and the City of New York, is a ten-year public–private partnership consisting of
two elements: revitalization of the New York Aquarium, featuring new innovative architecture and exhibits, and a renewal of WCS’s
commitment to local conservation in the New York Bight through the New York Seascape Program. The Aquarium’s location, visibility,
and proficient scientific staffalong with the strengths of our global marine conservation and policy workuniquely poises WCS to lead
critical marine conservation and management efforts for the long term protection of the New York Bight.
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